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Disaster risk reduction in Mongolia

As a country, Mongolia is prone to both natural and man-made disasters.  The numbers, typesand frequencies of natural and 

climatic hazards (including droughts, dzud(severe winter), thunderstorms, heavy rains, dust and snow storms, hail and flash 

floods) have been increasing year by year due to extreme climate change. The emerging facts of disasters are anticipated to 

grow in the future, and it should urge Mongolia to take serious actions for prevention and protection from disaster risk and to 

increase capacity on disaster preparedness in the education and disaster management sectors. Any big disaster in the country 

can definitely affects communities, including children, by damaging infrastructures and disrupting education cycles, thereby 

affecting the most vulnerable and exacerbating poverty, forcing children to drop out of school and undermining the resiliency

of communities. 

Education which increases public awareness and equips children with critical thinking skills, therefore, is essential to build 

disaster resilience.  For this reason, WV Mongolia, with the effective collaboration of partners, initiated and formed òJunior 

Rescueró clubs in public secondary schools since 2014 in order to build capacity of children to prevent potential disaster risks.  

The clubs have been recognized by partners, including MECSS (Ministry of Education, Culture, Science and Sport) and NEMA, and 

have been instrumental in developing awareness and promoting peer-to-peer knowledge dissemination among children.



Onceeachclubisestablished,thememberstakeoathtocomplywithrules

oftheclubthataresetoutbythemselves. Theclubmembershavespecific

rolesaccordingto differentfunctionssuchasleader; juniorfirefighter;

juniornurseandjuniorjournalist.

Currentlytherearetotal88clubsestablished(witharound

1,598members)thathavebeenactivelyperformedat

schoolsin Mongolia. Clubmembershavebeentrainedas

peereducatorstospreadknowledgeandskillsonvarious

DRRtopics,suchas: a)basicunderstandingaboutdisaster;

b) whydisasterriskreductionis important; c) howto

reducethedisasterriskat schoollevel; d)whatchildren

candoandparticipatein DRR; e) howto assessand

reducethedisasterriskwiththeircontribution; f) howto

lendthefirstaidto injuredperson. Moreimportantly,

thesechildrencan contributeto the increased

understandingof theirparentsonimportanceofDRRat

householdlevel.

Atschools,JuniorRescuerclubmembersleaddisasterrisk

assessmentusingòriskmappingótoolthatidentifiesthe

risksandits causesin schoolareas. Basedon this

assessment,childrenthendevelopdisasterriskreduction

planthat includedtheir potentialcontributioninto

reducingdisasterrisks.

Junior Rescuers take Oath to 

comply with their club rule



In orderto motivatechild focusedpeer-to-peer

interventions,theclubsareprovidedwithvarioustraining

materials,toolsandhandbooks,as wellas training

cabinetsandotherbasicequipmentforoperationof the

clubs. Childrenreportedthatthissupportallowedthemto

learneffectivelyintherealandcreativeenvironment.

While Ministry of Education, Culture, Science and Sport (MECSS) have been working on developing formal 

curricula on providing life skills to school children in Mongolia for many years now, the Junior Rescuer 

clubs are recognized by NEMA and other partners as very effective extra-curricula to disseminate 

knowledge and skill on DRR among children, as well as for awareness of basic safety measures.

The Junior Rescuer Clubõs children are 

introducing their activities to the 

Disaster management team of MECSS



Radnaakhand.E. (female, 15) from OrkhonProvince:

é Our Junior Rescuer Club has been established in 

2014. There are 35 members who are voluntarily 

committed to take responsibility in ensuring safety of our 

school and students. In most cases, we deliver training on 

life skill which is given every week in each class for one 

hour. For me, besides having knowledge and skill on 

disaster risk reduction, I have owned many good skills 

which will contribute for my future career such as 

working by team, making decision, making presentation, 

and teaching others. We have also shared our learning 

with our families. I really proud of myself, because my 

knowledge and skill that I have learned in our club 

would be used for helping othersé 

Radnaakhandis teaching First Aid 

to younger members of the Club


